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Chapter 5  Composite 2D Shapes
Tripwire Check
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What this tests: Whether the student understands included versus removed regions and counts 
each region once.

These questions test whether the thinking is solid — not just whether the procedure was 
memorized. Each wrong answer below points to a specific misconception, not just "try again."

1. A rectangular park is 20 m by 12 m. A 7 m by 4 m pond sits inside it. A student adds the two 
areas together to find the total park space. Is the student correct? Find the actual play space.

Wrap-Up

A composite shape does not need a new formula. It needs a plan: recognize parts, add included 
pieces, subtract missing pieces, find missing lengths, and cover the shape once.


